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"In an effort to ensure that all educators are keeping up with current pedagogy regarding the engagement and success of students, some schools have offered training with productive technolgies for current teachers. This is a great opportunity! Federal and corporate grants are available for such training programs, such as Microsoft's 
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HYPERLINK "http://www.microsoft.com/education/partnersinlearning.mspx"Learning program.  There are many programs available to help align school resources with the desired learning outcomes.   Successful school districts and students believe that the technology increased access to school material and instruction outside of the class, and created engaging and rigorous lessons.  Should schools encourage pedagogical training for every teacher, regardless of proficiency? Tell us what you think!

Should tech training to encourage student engagement and curriculum rigor be promoted to all current teachers?"

They divided their responses in the following categories:

82% (694 votes) Yes. It is imperative that all teachers engage in classroom enriching tech-training courses to ensure that students are getting the highest-quality education possible.
15% (129 votes) Maybe. Classroom enriching training should be strongly encourage for teachers, the incorporation of technology is determined by students/teacher needs.
3% (23 votes) No. Teachers and schools can provide classroom enriching training with out the integration of technology.
Rationale for changes:


The initial introduction, survey questions, and sample responses focused solely on technology tools and the accompanying cost that schools would incur with the incorporation of technology.  This instrumental thinking leads to a lack of purpose for technology resulting in limited justification for administrators and staff.  The changes to both the introduction and survey/responses reflect a pedagogical mindset focused on learning outcomes including: engaging students and creating rigorous curriculum. The end goal is for the business of education to produce 
properly serviced successful students as opposed to creating a modern and material driven environment.  

Samantha,

You did well with this assignment.  You've demonstrated through your rewrite and explanation the important differences between instrumental and missional thinking. One important part that is missing is an identification of the specific main missional outcomes to be supported by technology. You certainly move in this direction by talking about how technology can be used to produce “engaging lessons”, “learning outcomes” and “successful students”, but it’s important that this survey get at specific outcomes in these areas and define them as missional aims regardless of whether technology is employed.
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-Andy

saltarel:


Flesh this out a bit and be more specific as to the missional outcomes here.





